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about 3,000 persons shook off the trammels of heathenism,
and put themselves under Christian instruction.

"While the hand of man raised against the church quickly
fell palsied, and no weapon formed against her was permitted
to prosper, trials more directly from the hand of God him-
self, in sore visitations of famine and pestilence, next fell
upon the people.

The rains of the S.W. monsoon in May and June, 1860,
failed almost entirely, and in consequence the rice-fields were
to a large extent left uncultivated; the esculent roots, pulse,
and other dry crops, perished; the palmyra yielded little
juice; even cocoa-nut and other palm trees withered; food
became scarce and rose to famine prices. In October, also,
the rains nearly failed, and when a partial crop was in
promise, a black caterpillar, before unknown to the people,
appeared simultaneously in all the rice-fields, and devoured
nearly all the standing crops. As the year advanced the
distresses of the poor increased. Strong men were reduced
to mere skeletons, and became unequal, through want of
food, to sustained exertion, even when employment was
obtainable. They disposed by degrees of their few articles
of property and household furniture, and afterwards of their
tools and garments, to buy food, and were at last compelled
by hunger to eat the most unwholesome substances. Many
sold their children for trifling sums to Mohammedans and
others, in the hope that they would thus be fed and kept
alive, while otherwise they must die of starvation before the
eyes of their parents.

Soon fever, dysentery, and other diseases, appeared. About
the middle of August, cholera commenced; and whether on
account of the want of rain, the intense heat, or other pecu-
liar condition of the atmosphere, or the deficiency of food, it
rapidly increased to an alarming and unprecedented extent.
Its ravages were most severe in the Pareychaley and JSTeyoor